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may be favoured or checked, and must be directed, by   CHAP.
circumstances, and   they   are   thus  influenced from   the

earliest years.

The education of a child begins, said Ruskin, in infancy.
"At  six months old it can answer smile by smile, and
impatience with impatience.    It can observe, enjoy, and
suffer.   Do you suppose it makes no difference to it that
the order of the house is perfect and quiet, the faces of its
father and mother fall of peace, their soft voices familiar
to its ear, and even those of strangers, loving; or that it
is tossed from arm to arm, among hard, or reckless, or
vain-minded persons, in the gloom of a vicious household,
or the confusion of a gay one?   The moral disposition is,
I doubt  not, greatly determined in those first speechless
years"1   He wrote thus of the early years of Scott, but
he was thinking also of his own.   The character of his
parents and the tenor of the daily round at home were
the formative forces in Buskin's life.   As a child and boy,
he was taught by his mother; at school he was a << day boy,'       ,
and then only intermittently; when he travelled, it was
with his parents; and even when he _ went into residence
at Oxford, his mother accompanied him.

" I have seen my mother travel," says Ruskin, " from sun-
rise to sunset on a summer's day without once leaning back
in the carriage."* A friend who made her acquaintance
in later years, when she had hurt her leg and could only
walk with difficulty, noted it as characteristic of her nature
that she chose for support, rather than the arm of husband
or son, the back of a chair.' She maintained this unbend-
ing attitude in the education of her son. An evangelical
Puritan of the straitest sect, she held strong views on the
sinfulness even of toys. A bunch of keys and a box of
bricks were the total equipment in this respect ot Ruskin s
nursery. An aunt once brought him a Punch and a
Judy, radiant in scarlet and gold, from the Soho Bazaar.
His mother immediately put them away, and he never
saw them again. There was a like restriction in dainties.e and have nothing tp be
